
Page 1

The Southwestern Limited
  Vol. 41, No. 4   Winter, 2024
Visit www.ttos-sw.org or contact info@ttos-sw.org

A special guest arrived at the TTOS - Southwestern Division 
meet on Sunday December 1st: Santa Claus came to visit 
all the good little girls and boys to find out what gifts they 
wanted wanted 

to get for the Holidays.  
Nancy Giammatteo took 
a moment to greet him in 
the lobby of the Arcadia 
Masonic Center.  That was 
the kick-off for our 2024 
Holiday Party.  Complete 
coverage of all the fun can 
be found  inside this issue.


2025 SWD Meets: 

Southwestern Division’s Meets 
take place once a month. The 
official start time for a meet in 
Arcadia is 10am, although you 

may arrive as early as 8am, but please 
allow sellers time to get set up. 

Location: 
Arcadia Masonic Center

50 W. Duarte Road

Arcadia, CA  91007


Upcoming Meet Dates: 
January 5 (first Sunday)

February 2 (first Sunday)

March 1 (first Sunday)

	 more to come… 

Directions from the 210 Freeway:

Exit Santa Anita Avenue; go south 1.5 
miles; turn right on Duarte Road. The 
Masonic Center shares the parking lot 
with the Arcadia Library, on the south 
side of the street.


Features: Buying & selling of toy trains, 
with operating layouts, free train repairs, 
test track, freshly prepared food, free 
parking and opportunity drawings.  The 
winning 50/50 ticket will be drawn at 
11:45 am, followed by a lively auction.


Admission is free for Members and 
$5.00 for the public.  Kids under 21 are 
free w/adult admission.   


Next Open House Meet: 

Sunday, December 1, 2024.


Repair Dept:  We  offer free toy train 
repairs at our meets, with volunteers 
Larry Pearson, Joey Giammatteo and 
Ed Vanderpool at your service.  To order 
parts, see Mike Marple’s ad on page 7. 
Sellers:  Tables are only $5.00 each!

Call Hollis Cotton

(818) 590-0553

to reserve yours! 


Welcoming Santa Claus 
to TTOS-SW 

David Nissen set up his 
Marx “Tower of Track” 

layout which features 4 
different levels of trains!

T.T.O.S. Southwestern Division

Party coverage continues inside…

Debi & Rocky

McFadden

http://www.ttos-sw.org
mailto:info@ttos-sw.org
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Please be advised that the following article is 
comprised solely of my own thoughts, opinions, and 
experiences, and does not necessarily convey the 
beliefs and thoughts of the T.T.O.S. Southwestern 
Division (SWD), and its Members and Officers, or the 
editor & publisher of The Southwestern Limited.   

Call me at the above phone numbers in the mornings 
after 8:00 am if you need to get in touch with me. 
Alternatively, you can email me at lpears1941@att.net.  
Please call, I love to talk…	 	 	  
	 	 	 ~~~ 

SWD 2025 MONTHLY MEET DATES 
The contract with the Arcadia Masonic 
Center for the SWD Monthly Meet dates has 
been signed and approved.  The 2025 SWD 
Monthly Meet dates are:  

January 5 (first Sunday)

February 2 (first Sunday) 

March 2 (first Sunday)

April 6 (first Sunday)

May 4 (first Sunday) 

June 1 (first Sunday)

July 13 (second Sunday); avoids 4th of July 	
	 weekend

August 2 (first Saturday):  LA Live Steamers 	
	 picnic in Griffith Park; No Arcadia 	
	 Meet in August.

September 7 (first Sunday)

October 5 (first Sunday)

November 2 (first Sunday)

December 7 (first Sunday)

All Monthly Meets at Arcadia officially open 
to Members and guests at 10:00 am, but you 
may come as early as 8:00 am.


SWD President’s Message:  Winter, 2024

SWD President 
Larry Pearson 

LARRY 
President, 

T.T.O.S. 
Southwestern 


1108 West Palm Ave, 
Burbank, CA  91506


Phone   
    
    Ed Vanderpool (right) 

completes a repair.

Eric Nissen sets up 
the Standard Gauge 
layout for the club in 
the Masonic Center  

lobby.

The December Meet holds a record for 
attendance at a SWD Monthly Meet:   103 
tables sold!

There were so many trains available, you 
might call it a buyer’s paradise.  The auction 
was similarly crowed.

Photos by Roger Hill & Steve Waller

President’s Message continues on next page…

mailto:lpears1941@att.net
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New Members of SWD: 
Oct. 2024:   Louis Alonzo Jr., Anthony Andreola,

Gail Fischboch, Alan Gauldin, Lloyd Lehrer,
Darren Macapagul, Keith Marlett

Nov. 2024:   Dr. J. Kevin Jetton, DDS


Dec. 2024: David Gutierrez, Lawrence Hall,

Salvador A. Eligio

Please support the Southwestern Division by 
continuing your Membership, recruiting new 
Members, making donations to SWD, and 
attending our Monthly Meets.  


I want to thank all the Board Members and 
attendees at our Monthly Meets and the annual 
August picnic for continuing to make our Club the 
biggest and best toy train club on the West 
Coast.  I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah, and Happy Holidays.  As 
always, hugs to all, and run your trains often.

SWD President’s Message:  continued

Layout Manager Ulus Ekerman (right) watches 
Jon Gast (left) run his Fezziwig Railway Camel-
back 4-6-0 #1225 locomotive, shown in the 
2023 LIONEL catalog. 

Fezziwig is a beloved character from Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” 

-Larry  

Southwestern 
Division President

The SWD Officers and Board Members work 
very hard without compensation of any kind to 
make our club the success it has become. 
Please show your respect for them whenever you 
encounter them and assist them whenever you 
can.  Most of the current Officers and Board 
members are senior citizens and we need 
younger people to step up and begin to take 
over the operation of our Club.

Pearson 

Auction action!

Steve Eastman shares 
the joy of Std. Gauge.

Fezziwig Railway No. 1225
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Seen at the meet:  a LIONEL 2245 

Texas Special 027 AB set from 1954.

  (A variation was produced in 1955.)

Jim Fredburg 
has help picking 

the 50/50 ticket…

  October Meet:  Happy Halloween! 

…and the winner was: 
 Renée Mylander…

Dining at

Café Renée

… who was 
in the kitchen 
preparing 
lunch at the 
time of the 
drawing!

Bob Cesarone (below) 
  ponders an 


  offer.

David Nissen’s “O” gauge layout. 

Ulus Ekerman’s “O” scale layout.

Modern Std. 
Gauge trains.

LIONEL Chicago North Western U30C #934LIONEL US Army #1944 Triplex, Vision Line 
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Nicolas Wyles pilots UP Big Boy 4024, an “O” 
gauge model of the fastest and heaviest single-
expansion steam locomotive ever built. He’s 
pulling a long string of  Pacific Fruit Express cars.

Larry Tozzi was our 
substitute auctioneer 

in November.

Our 50/50 winner is David Nissen, 
congratulated by Fred & Linda Kramer. 

  November Meet:  Happy Thanksgiving to All! 

Dr. Martin Folb   
consults with Joey 

 Giammatteo & Larry Pearson.

American Flyer  
ALL ABOARD Layout

Crowded!
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Dora Parra enjoys her 
visit with St. Nick.

Our December Meet: Holiday Open House 

Lisa & Jim Amen had four 
well-stocked tables of 

trains to sell, with the help 
of Jim’s partner  

Danny Strunk.
Linda Kramer turns out to be the 

lucky 50/50 winner as Fred  
looks on with envy.

Ralph Peck looks 
sharp as he inspects 
a Flyer water tower.

Lindy Adam 
sells the 
Bill Clausen 
collection. 

Auction Manager  
George Blanch 
cries “SOLD!”

Just a sample of the Holiday Treats on 
Parade, ushered in by Santa’s helpers: 
David & Renée Mylander, Linda Kramer, 
& Greg Pulis, with the aid of Jojo & Steve 
Consino (not shown) of J&S Specialties.

Big turnout!  We had a 
record # of tables.
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InƐƵƌance OƉƟonƐ͗ 

Ύ Car Insurance 

Ύ DisabilitǇ Insurance 

Ύ Condo Insurance 

Ύ Home Insurance 

Ύ Renters Insurance 

Ύ Life Insurance 

Roy Bell Insurance Agency Inc 
 

      11335 MagQROLa BOYd. SXLWe 2B 

       NRUWh HROO\ZRRd, CA 91601-4955  
      BXV (818) 766-6444 
      Fa[ (818) 766-1052 
      UR\.beOO.b9cc@VWaWefaUP.cRP 
 

InƐƵƌance OƉƟonƐ͗ 

Ύ Car Insurance 

Ύ DisabilitǇ Insurance 
Ύ Condo Insurance 

Ύ Home Insurance 

Ύ Renters Insurance 
Ύ Life Insurance 

ΎMotorcǇcle Insurance 
Ύ  Small Business Insurance 

Ύ Medicare Supplement  

GRAND CANYON MODEL RAILROADERS 

Bringing Arizona tinplaters of all stripes 
together for fun and activities 

Monthly meetings, travelling layouts 
twice yearly, huge swap meets and lots of com-
raderie. 

Info: Dave Brown 

eaglefour@juno.com 

Website: www.gcmrr.org 

DXe WR Whe PaQdePic aQd all 
Whe PeeWV haYiQg had WR be 

SRVWSRQed, SleaVe check 
ZiWh Whe clXbV WR Vee ZhaW 

Whe  
VWaWXV iV Rf WheiU Qe[W PeeW. 

Check for meet 
dates once ǁe 
can have them 
once again͘ 

Please check ǁith 
Jim to see ǁhen the 
neǆt meet ǁill be 
scheduled͘ 

From the 
June 6th 
SWD Meet.

Next Meet: 
Saturday 

March 26th 
9AM to Noon 

Next Meet:

Sat., March 26, 2022 9:15am to 12:30pm


Joslyn Adult Center, 1301 W. Olive Ave., Burbank CA


NOON

Contact:  Norm Rosen at ncrosen@gmx.com
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All Gauge Toy Train Association 
San Diego, California  
Buy & Sell Trains, Snack 

	 	 Bar & Super Raffle 

AGTTA Saturday Meets 9am to Noon 
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church

6556 Park Ridge Blvd.

San Diego, CA 92120 

Website-  www.agtta.com

Contact-  Norm Rosen: ncrosen@gmx.com

2025 Meets 
Jan. 18


Feb. TBD

Mar. 15

April 12

111 1/2 S. ‘H’ St., Lompoc, CA 93436 
To order Parts:  call 805-736-6747 or

email: mike@mikestrainslompoc.com


website: www.mikestrainslompoc.com

or go to: facebook.com/MikesTrains/ 

Roy Bell

Monthly meetings, huge swap meets, twice-
yearly traveling layouts, and lots of camaraderie!

Bringing Arizona tin-platers of all stripes 
together for fun and activities…

Info: Dave Brown eaglefour@juno.com 
Visit our website: www.gcmrr.org 
Grand Canyon Model Railroaders

  
2025 Saturday Meets: 10 AM start time (9 AM setup)


Upcoming Meets: Jan 25, Mar 29, April 26, May 24, 2025 
LIONEL Test Track, Train Layouts, Refreshments, FREE toy train repairs.


Located south of the 210 Freeway, between the Santa Anita & Baldwin Ave. exits. 
For trading table reservations: email info@tcawestern.org.   

Visit our website: www.tcawestern.org, for more events, rules & display themes.

For more info, phone Jon Lang, President, at (310) 871-8315 (talk or text).


Arcadia Community Center 
365 Campus Drive 
Arcadia, CA 91007

2025 Meets: 
Jan. 26th

Feb. 23rd

March 23rd

April 26th - Joint 
meet at TCA-W.


Support Our ‘Southwestern Limited’ Advertisers! 

TTOS-SP’s ”Trains and Coffee” will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church, 6625 Dale Street, Buena Park, 

California 90621 - Sat. Jan. 11th from 9 AM – 12 Noon. See website for info: https://ttos-sp.org/

Order your parts from Mike Marple today!

Follow us on facebook  “Socal’s 1st and Oldest Toy Train Club”


mailto:info@tcawestern.org
http://www.tcawestern.org
mailto:mike@mikestrainslompoc.com
http://www.mikestrainslompoc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Mikestrains/
http://www.agtta.com
mailto:ncrosen@gmx.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/310454407103869
mailto:ncrosen@gmx.com
mailto:eaglefour@juno.com
http://www.gcmrr.org
https://ttos-sp.org/


Page 8

Newsletter Editor: Stephen J. Waller

Publisher: Bickley Printing Co.

The Southwestern Limited newsletter is 
published 4 times per calendar year by T.T.O.S. 
Southwestern Division.  © 2024  T.T.O.S. SWD

President: Larry Pearson

Vice President: Renée Mylander

Recording Secretary: Stephen J. Waller 
Membership Secretary: Nancy Giammatteo

Treasurer: Manny Gonzalez

Board Members: Danny Blanch, Jeff Cohen, Hollis 
Cotton, Fred Kramer, Jerry Moser, David Mylander, 
Jon Pincus, Hal Rothenborg, Calvin Smith.


I BUY OLD  
TRAINS & TOYS! 

CASH PAID 
TODAY!

ALL SCALES, ANY CONDITION

Return Address: 
Larry Pearson 
1108 West Palm Ave. 
Burbank, CA 91506

Time Dated Material 
First Class 

Toy Trains 
Are Fun! ™

TM


