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The Southwestern Limited
  Vol. 43, No. 3   Fall, 2026

Visit www.ttos-sw.org or contact info@ttos-sw.org
2026 SWD Meets: 

Southwestern Division’s Meets 
take place once a month. The 
official start time for a meet in 
Arcadia is 10 AM, although you 

may arrive as early as 7AM, but please 
allow sellers time to get set up.  
Opportunity drawings are at 11:45 AM 
and the auction starts around noon, at 
which time the sellers start packing up. 

Location: 
Arcadia Masonic Center

50 W. Duarte Road

Arcadia, CA  91007

Upcoming 2026 Meets: 
Oct. 4 (first Sunday)

Nov. 1 (first Sunday)

Dec. 6 (first Sunday) Holiday Meet and 
Open House; Drawing for a toy train set: 
only “New Attendees” may enter to win.

Directions from the 210 Freeway:

Exit Santa Anita Avenue; go south 1.5 
miles; turn right on Duarte Road. The 
Masonic Center shares the parking lot 
with the Arcadia Library, on the south 
side of the street.

Features: Buying & selling of toy trains, 
with operating layouts, free train repairs, 
test track, complete food service, free 
parking and opportunity drawings.  The 
winning 50/50 ticket will be drawn at 
11:45 AM, followed by a lively auction.

Repair Clinic:  We  offer free toy train 
repairs at our meets, with volunteers 
Larry Pearson, Joe Giammatteo and Ed 
Vanderpool at your service.  To order 
parts, see Mike Marple’s ad on page 7 or 
visit Corey Friend’s tables at the meet. 
Admission is free for Members and 
$5.00 for the public.  Kids under 21 are 
free w/adult admission.   

Sellers:  8 foot tables are only $5 each!

Club members:  Call Hollis Cotton at 

(818) 590-0553 

to reserve yours!


T.T.O.S. Southwestern Division

TTOS

Photos by  
Martin 

Folb 

TTOS member  
Don Kallgren is 

the engineer.

2026  

Coverage continues on next page… 

Picnic

Picnic in the Park

http://www.ttos-sw.org
mailto:info@ttos-sw.org
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Please be advised that the following article is 
comprised solely of my own thoughts, opinions, and 
experiences, and does not necessarily convey the 
beliefs and thoughts of the T.T.O.S. Southwestern 
Division (SWD), and its Members and Officers, or the 
editor & publisher of The Southwestern Limited. Call 
me at the above phone numbers in the mornings after 
8:00 am if you need to get in touch with me. Or email 
me at lpears1941@att.net.  Call, I love to talk.  

SWD President 
Larry Pearson 

SWD 2026 MONTHLY MEET DATES 
The 2026 SWD Meet dates remaining are:  

	 October 4 (1st Sunday)  Halloween meet

	 November 1 (1st Sunday)  Thanksgiving

	 December 6 (1st Sunday)  Holiday Meet and 	
	 Open House.

Note: Our “Open House” Meets feature special 
drawings for first-time attendees. We hope this will 
attract new members with this promotion.  The typical 
prize is a toy train starter set.

We have more information on the passing of our long-
time TTOS member Jerry Moser, which was reported 
in the last issue. Please click on: www.ueckerwitt.com/
obituaries/jerome-jerry-moser


PICNIC WRAP-UP 
The August, 2025 T.T.O.S. Southwestern Division 
Member Appreciation Picnic at the Los Angeles Live 
Steamers in Griffith Park is now in the history books.  It 
was a great event & I can't thank the volunteers enough!

At the front gate:  Nancy & Joe Giammatteo, Dora 
Parra and George Blanch.

At the food counter:  Renée Mylander (Manager), 
George & Adrian Blanch, Linda Kramer, Holly & Larry 
Tozzi, Ed Vanderpool, Adrian Ruby, Dave Mylander.


Cooks:  Fred Kramer, Jon Pincus, Holly Tozzi.

Cold Drink Tubs:  Ed Vanderpool, Joe Giammatteo.

Photographers:  Martin Folb, Renée Mylander.

Live Steamer Volunteers:  Don Kallgren (Liaison), Roger 
Cheng, Wayne Crabb, Ferrin Katz, Ron Nelson and 
Michael Strawn.  LALS-RM President: Nick Suncin.

Disney Barn:  Larry Boone & the Carolwood crew.

Food Purchases:  Larry Pearson, Jon Pincus, Hollis 
Cotton, Renée & Dave Mylander.

Cleanup Workers:  LALS staff, Ed Vanderpool, Bill 
Elliott, Roy Elliott. Renée & Dave Mylander.

Please forgive me if I missed any volunteer’s name.  Rest 
assured that your efforts were appreciated!


LARRY PEARSON 
President, 2026-2027


T.T.O.S. 

Southwestern 

Division

1108 West Palm Ave, 
Burbank, CA  91506


Phone (818) 848-2653, 
mornings, after 8:00 am, 
or (818) 994-4890 (cell).


Southwestern Division President’s Message

SWD ANNUAL DUES RENEWAL  
Southwestern Division annual dues are renewed on 
July 1st of each calendar year.  You should have 
received a postal letter which has the 2026-2027 
Dues Renewal form.  Our dues haven’t changed: still 
just $30.00/year.  If your payment is late, your SWD 
Membership remains in place for three (3) months, 
ending with the October 4th Meet date, when we will 
no longer honor the yellow badges. There is no extra 
charge for late renewals, but the fee remains at 
$30.00 until July 1, 2027.


Photo by  
Renée Mylander

In hopes of avoiding more hot 
weather in the future, we are 
considering moving the event 
to a different month next year, 
possibly May.  We will have 
more news as plans develop.

Two new members joined us 
in September.  Let’s welcome 
Peter Godesthalk and Donald 
Sweetnam to the club!

I hope everyone enjoyed 
our picnic this year! 

— Larry Pearson 
SWD President 

Martin Folb 
photo 

mailto:lpears1941@att.net
https://www.ueckerwitt.com/obituaries/jerome-jerry-moser
https://www.ueckerwitt.com/obituaries/jerome-jerry-moser
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Ulus Ekerman (above) at the club’s Modern “O” 
gauge layout.

TTOS Southwestern Division’s July 12th Meet

Photos by 
Steve Waller

Lee Johnson (left) won the 50/50 
prize.  Fred Kramer awarded the 

cash, with an assist from 
 Adrian Blanch.

Eric Nissen performs surgery on a Hiawatha 
pilot, while Bill Senyak holds the patient down.

LIONEL 2333 AA units 
in Ex. condition sold 
quickly at a nice price.

The  
details bring 
David Nissen’s  
layouts to life… 

LIONEL UP 4014  
Vision Line Big Boy 

 is properly weathered.

Larry Pearson’s 
no-cost repairs.

Corey Friend (left) & son Cameron check 
inventory.  The Friends had six tables at 
this meet, including two tables of parts.
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SW Division’s Vice-President’s Message
2026 PICNIC HAPPENINGS 

As this year’s TTOS picnic chairperson, I would like to 
thank everyone for making this year’s event at the Live 

Steamers park a success. 
Truthfully, the only issue that I 
heard about was that it was 
too darn hot! 

Nancy Giammatteo and her 
crew greeted everyone at the 
g a t e , g a v e t h e m t h e i r 
bracelets, and checked them 
in. Also at the gate, there were 
foldable fans that members 
and guests could have to help 
keep themselves a bit cooler. 

A new item at the picnic was 
goodie bags for the kids. 

Martin Folb did a great job as our photographer; he 
could be seen catching a variety of angles. The Disney 
Barn was open for members and guests to enjoy, and 
there were two trains running courtesy of the Live 
Steamers. 

All of the kitchen crew worked together to make and 
serve hamburgers, hot dogs, and even veggie burgers. 
There was a nice variety of toppings for the main dish. 
Further down the line was potato salad, coleslaw, 
cowboy beans, vegetables with spinach dip, choice of 
potato chips, and fruit cups.

For dessert, the club had its first annual bake-off 
where there was a choice of eight different desserts. 
There were four different offerings of cookies, a 
chocolate trifle, a coffee-flavored trifle, cheesecake 
bars with fresh fruit on them, and a toffee cake. All of 
these desserts were on a table where they were self-
serve. Each entry was given a number with a brief 
description of what the dessert was. Then everyone 
was encouraged to vote on their favorite dessert. 


I would like to thank everyone for participating in this 
year’s bake-off. 3rd Place was awarded to “Hot Rod”Joe 
(above left) for his chocolate chip cookies, 2nd Place was 
Rena Hatala (middle) with her chocolate trifle, and 1st 
Place (above right) was Holly Tozzi with her cheesecake 
bars. The first place winner received $50 and the second 
place winner won $30. There was a trophy for all three, 
plus a goodie bag with a hand mixer and other fun gifts.

I also want to thank the cleaning crew for all their hard 
work. They are the unsung heroes of any event. Funny 
note: we did have a party crasher that wasn’t found until 
cleanup. It was a skunk; luckily, it is believed that its 
scent glands had been removed previously. Imagine what 
the worker thought when that trash can was emptied!

I wish I could list everyone by name who volunteered 
their time and talents, but I don’t want to miss anyone. A 
big thank you goes out to all the Los Angeles Live 
Steamers who allowed us to use their venue for the 
picnic and who volunteered their time to run the trains.

We are already planning next year’s picnic and would 
love any suggestions. BTW, we can always use a few  
new volunteers!

- Renée Mylander 
TTOS Southwestern Division Vice-President

 Baking Contest Winners

Photo by  
Renée Mylander

Renée Mylander

Open Every Saturday 
10 AM - 1 PM 

Adults (13 - 64)  -  $12 
Seniors (65 & over)  -  $8 

Youth (2 - 12)  -  $6 
Children (Under 2)  -  Free 

1303 State Street 
Santa Barbara, CA  

(805) 708-4444 
www.bossetoytrainmuseum.org

Golden Spike Railroading 
www.GoldenSpikeRailroading.com 
1247 Enterprise Ct. Corona CA 92882

951.338.9008


Ray Villaseñor 
Ray@Go4Trains.com 

Sebastian Villaseñor 
Sebastian@Go4Trains.com 

Model Trains

and Hobbies


“We buy train 
collections.” 

“Visit our 
website.” 

https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
http://www.GoldenSpikeRailroading.com
mailto:Sales@Go4Trains.com?subject=Train%20Collection%20for%20Sale
mailto:Sebastuab%20Villase%C5%84or?subject=A%20question%20for%20you....
http://www.apple.com
https://www.bossetoytrainmuseum.org/location
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.goldenspikerailroading.com
https://www.bossetoytrainmuseum.org
mailto:Ray%20Villase%C5%84or?subject=A%20question%20for%20you...
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Linda Kramer sells 
tickets for the 50/50 
raffle.

Picnic photos by  
Martin Folb

Disney Barn photo courtesy: 
www.carolwood.org

TTOS Southwestern Div. August 8th Picnic

Fred Ruby  
& friends.

LALS Santa Fe 
electric locomotive 

 is battery-powered.

Disneyland Railroad 
combine car (1955)

www.carolwood.com

https://carolwood.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.carolwood.org
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Southwestern ‘Open House’ Sept. 6th Meet 

Matt Tafel’s son Andrew 
(below) was the winner of the 

“Open House” drawing — a 
CAT Construction Express.

Greg Pulis cheers  
for Renée Mylander  
on her big 50/50 win.

Joe Giammatteo (left)  
and Larry Pearson  
(right) at our free 

 Repair Clinic.

Jeff Meyer’s  
new Std. Gauge  
FM Trainmaster with  
SP double-deck cars.  
The set was made by Dan Furmanski, Sr.,  
who passed away recently at the age of 52. 
(Visit Trainmakers on Facebook.) 
  

George Blanch, 
TTOS-SW  

Auction Manager

Action at the  
September 

Auction.

Photos by 
Steve Waller

https://www.facebook.com/p/Trainmakers-61555656781450/
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2026 Toy Train Swap Meets: 10 AM start (9 AM setup)

Saturdays: August 22,  October 17,  December 19 

Operating Train Layout, Repair Service, Refreshment & Auctions 
At the SW edge of Santa Anita Golf Course, near intersection of Huntington Dr. & Holly Ave.


Western Division members, reserve free selling tables: email info@tcawestern.org  
Visit our website, www.tcawestern.org, for a list of the display table themes.


For more information, contact John Lang at (310) 871-8315 (talk or text)

Follow us on facebook  “Celebrating Our 72nd Anniversary”


    2026 Meets 
TCA Western Division

Arcadia Community Center 
365 Campus Drive 
Arcadia, CA 91007 

2026 Toy Train Swap Meets: 10 AM start (9 AM setup)

Saturdays: August 22,  October 17,  December 19 

Operating Train Layout, Repair Service, Refreshment & Auctions 
At the SW edge of Santa Anita Golf Course, near intersection of Huntington Dr. & Holly Ave.


Western Division members, reserve free selling tables: email info@tcawestern.org.   
Visit our website, www.tcawestern.org, for a list of the display table themes.


For more info, contact Ray Villaseñor at (951) 338-9008 or Ray@Go4Trains.com

Follow us on facebook  “Celebrating Our 72nd Anniversary”


    2026 Meets 
TCA Western Division

Arcadia Community Center 
365 Campus Drive 
Arcadia, CA 91007 

7 2

7 2

 

rev. 7/01/26

rev. 6/30/26

All-Gauge Toy Train 
Assoc. San Diego, CA  
Buy & Sell Trains, Snack 

	 	 Bar & Super Raffle 

AGTTA Saturday Meets 9am to Noon 
Saint Dunstan’s Episcopal Church

6556 Park Ridge Blvd.

San Diego, CA 92120 

Website-  www.agtta.com

Contact-  Jim Andrews at dangodfrey@aol.com

2026  
Meets: 

Sept. 19 
Oct. 17 
Nov. 21 
Dec. 19

Order your parts from Mike Marple today!

http://socalsgaugers.org/

Grand Canyon Model Railroaders:  See website - www.gcmrr.org or email Dave at eaglefour@juno.com  

TTOS-SP’s ”Trains & Coffee” in the parking lot at Bryant Ranch Center, 23621 La Palma Ave, Yorba Linda, 

California, 92887 - Sat. Oct 10th from 9 AM – 12 Noon. See website for more info: https://ttos-sp.org/

Support Our ‘Southwestern Limited’ Advertisers! 

2026 Meets: 
October 25 
November 22 
Dec 11-12 
(Super Meet; 
see website for 
details.)


111 1/2 S. ‘H’ St., Lompoc, CA 93436 
To order Parts:  call 805-736-6747 or

email: mike@mikestrainslompoc.com


website: www.mikestrainslompoc.com

or go to: facebook.com/MikesTrains/ 

We Buy Collections!

New location! 
23 N. Altadena Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91107 

Western Division members, reserve free selling tables: email info@tcawestern.org  
Visit our website, www.tcawestern.org, for a list of the display table themes.


For more information, contact Jon Lang at (310) 871-8315 (talk or text)

Follow us on facebook  “Celebrating Our 72nd Anniversary”

2026 Toy Train Swap Meets:  10 AM start (9 AM setup)

Saturdays:  October 17th, December 19th

mailto:mike@mikestrainslompoc.com
http://www.mikestrainslompoc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Mikestrains/
http://www.apple.com
mailto:info@tcawestern.org?subject=TCA%20Western%20Division
http://www.tcawestern.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/310454407103869
http://www.agtta.com
mailto:dangodfrey@aol.com?subject=AGTTA%20-%20Jim%20Andrews
https://ttos-sp.org/
http://socalsgaugers.org/
http://www.gcmrr.org
mailto:eaglefour@juno.com
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Newsletter Editor: Stephen J. Waller

Webmaster:  Harold Shapiro 

Publisher: Bickley Printing Co.

The Southwestern Limited newsletter is 
published 4 times per calendar year by T.T.O.S. 
Southwestern Division.  © 2026 T.T.O.S. SWD.

President: Larry Pearson

Vice President: Renée Mylander 
Membership Secretary: Nancy Giammatteo

Recording Secretary: (vacant)

Treasurer: Manny Gonzalez

Directors-at-Large: (alphabetically, by last name): 
Hollis Cotton, Bill Elliott, Cory Friend, Fred Kramer, 
David Mylander, Jon Pincus, Calvin Smith, 

Joseph Ubrun and Steve Waller.


Return Address: 
Larry Pearson 
1108 West Palm Ave. 
Burbank, CA 91506

Time Dated Material 
First Class 

Toy Trains 
Are Fun! ™

TM

6452 Industry Way, Westminster, CA 92683

Phone (714) 892-9471  www.milepost38.com 

Store hours - Mon thru Sat: 11AM to 5PM (Closed Sundays)

Southern California’s Largest “Big Train” Store

• Specializing in larger train gauges (O & G).  Biggest Lionel Trains dealer in Orange County!

• Featuring LIONEL, LGB, MTH RailKing, American Flyer, Williams, Piko, & more.  
• We’ll buy your trains!  Visit our We Buy Trains page online for details.  

• We also offer web-based sales through our eBay store under the “milepost38” listing.

• Covers more than 3,000 square feet, and with Arnie’s Trains (HO & N-scale) next door, 

comprises a Model Trains Super Center featuring 7,000+ square feet of trains & accessories.

http://www.milepost38.com
https://milepost38.com/we-buy-trains/
http://www.ebay.com/sch/m.html?item=121356492284&hash=item1c41691dfc&pt=Model_RR_Trains&_ssn=milepost38&_sop=1&_ipg=200&rt=nc
https://arniesmodeltrains.com
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